MINUTES  OF  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  GREYSTONES  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT   HELD   IN   CIVIC  OFFICES,  GREYSTONES  ON  TUESDAY  29TH  OCTOBER  2019  AT  6.30  P.M.
___________________________________________________________________________
Present:
Councillor T. Fortune, Cathaoirleach

Councillors M. Crean, D. Mitchell, L. Scott, G. Walsh, & J. Whitmore 

Also Present:

Mr. M. Nicholson, Greystones Municipal District Manager 

Mr. R. O’Hanlon, Greystones Municipal District Engineer
Ms. M. Porter, Greystones Municipal District Administrator 

Ms. K. Coughlan, Greystones Municipal District

 

___________________________________________________________________________
At the outset, Councillor J. Whitmore asked for a suspension of standing orders to allow for a discussion on the need for a Transport Plan for north Wicklow and this was agreed.

1. CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

It was proposed by Councillor D. Mitchell, seconded by Councillor L. Scott and agreed that the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 24th September 2019, as circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

In response to a query from Councillor D. Mitchell, the District Administrator stated that despite having sent two reminders, she had not received an update from the Roads Department in relation to the Delgany Village Improvement Scheme prior to the meeting.  Members were critical of the fact that this Part 8 had been approved for some time but that there had been no further progress.
2. REPRESENTATIVES  FROM  WICKLOW  COUNTY  COUNCIL,  SISK  &  GLENVEAGH  PROPERTIES  WITH  REPORT  ON  GREYSTONES  HARBOUR  DEVELOPMENT
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr. Sean Quirke, Wicklow County Council, Mr. Brendan Sheehy, Sisk and Mr. Stephen Garvey, Mr. Tony McLoughlin and Mr. Ronan Mc Kenna from Glenveagh Properties to the meeting.  
The representatives from Glenveagh gave a brief history to the project and explained how things had progressed over the past four and a half years.  Mr. S. Garvey stated that it was hoped to have the current housing and the public park completed by June 2020 and that the boardwalk would open up then on a phased basis as the developments were completed.  Mr. T. McLoughlin showed plans for the public park and stated that the footpaths and plazas were completed and the paths were already in use.  He pointed out that while the green areas had been seeded, they would not be ready for use until the second or third quarter of 2020 depending on the weather.  The representatives pointed out that although there were in excess of two hundred workers on the site every day, public access to the Cliff Walk had been maintained throughout.
In reply to a query from the members in relation to coastal erosion, Mr. S. Quirke pointed out that there were no proposals within the harbour development to prevent erosion of the St. Crispin’s Cell site.  He pointed out that there was, and would likely continue to be, coastal erosion at a rate of almost one meter per annum due to natural effects and unpredictable tides.   He pointed out that the erosion in the harbour/north beach area was managed by annual inspections and provision of beach nourishment as required.  In relation to a query about disabled access to the sea at the harbour he stated that there would be concern about safety issues with such a proposal because of boats and slip way use.
Mr. S. Garvey informed the members that proposals for block ‘D’ would be designed over the next twelve months and that they would be consulted on the final design of same.  Mr. T. McLoughlin pointed out that electric car charging points were provided for houses along the footpath but not for terraced houses.  He stated that a charging point was also included in the basement car park together with two in the proposed public car park .

In reply to a query from the members in relation to litter problems at the harbour, Mr. B. Sheehy stated that the replacement of litter bins with solar powered compacting bins was under consideration at present.

In response to a further query from the members, Mr. S. Garvey stated that the provision of allotments in the public park would be a matter for consideration by Wicklow County Council but he pointed out that a lot of time and money had been spent on designing the park.  Mr. T. McLoughlin suggested that the space was more suitable as an active open space for running and kicking ball.
The District Administrator raised the possibility of providing memorial trees in the public park and she was informed that conditions were very harsh and that it would be difficult to source trees that were hardy enough for the environment there.

The Cathaoirleach thanked the representatives for attending the meeting and looked forward to the members having input into the design proposals for block ‘D’ in due course.

3. STRATEGIC  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT  BY  CAIRN  HOMES  AT  FARRANKELLY,  DELGANY
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr. Fearghal Keogh, Ms. Aisling McNamara & Ms. Siobhan O’Brien from the Wicklow County Council Planning Section to the meeting.
The planning officials gave a brief outline of the SHD process to date and advised the members that their comments would accompany the Chief Executive’s report to An Bord Pleanala for consideration but would not form part of the CE’s views on the application.  They showed plans of the overall scheme and pointed out the various aspects.  They answered any queries from the members in relation to the proposed development and noted the concerns of the members for forwarding to An Bord Pleanala.  They agreed to circulate the members with a copy of their summary of points raised.  
During the discussion on the SHD members stressed the need to have an integrated traffic plan for the area and in this regard, Councillor J. Whitmore proposed the following motion which was seconded by Councillor L. Scott and agreed:

‘That the GMD calls on WCC to develop a Transport Plan for the Greystones MD.  This should include, but not be limited to: 
· the travel demand associated with the existing and proposed land-uses for the area;,

· a review of the current public transport and traffic patterns, and 
· recommendations as to what interventions are required to enable the sustainable development of the area.’
The Cathaoirleach thanked the planning officials for attending the meeting.

4. 2020  DRAFT  BUDGETARY  PLAN  FOR  GREYSTONES  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT
The members had been circulated with a copy of the Draft Budgetary Plan for 2020, together with a copy of the Chief Executive’s report in relation to same.

Following discussion on the budget process during which members re-iterated their view that Greystones Municipal District did not get a fair share of the Wicklow County Council yearly budget, all members except the Cathaoirleach agreed to adopt the budget as set out.

5.  REPORT  FROM  GREYSTONES  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  ENGINEER

A report on proposed works, and works carried out, was circulated and the District Engineer answered any queries from the members in relation to same.

Following discussion it was agreed to refer the following to Wicklow County Council for attention:

· Trucks using Chapel Road

· Potholes in road between Dromont and St. Laurence’s NS

· Update on Redford Junction proposals and Delgany Accessibility Scheme.
The District Engineer outlined proposals for upgrading Killincarrig village to include better pedestrian access and less parking on the R761.  He answered queries from the members in relation to same and advised that the businesses there would be consulted and that soft landscaping would be included where possible.  

Members queried if the proposals would have a negative impact on peak time traffic and the local shop business.  The District Engineer stated that the aim was to encourage vehicles to use alternative routes   would promote walking and cycling in the area which would also benefit local businesses.

As time was running out it was agreed at this stage to extend the meeting by ten minutes.
The District Engineer also outlined proposals for upgrading Hillside Road in Greystones and opening it up to the town centre which included the provision of a footpath on the northern side of the road and the provision of public lighting.  He stated that there were two options for this, one which would result in the loss of two or three parking spaces and the other which would include a two way shuttle.  He pointed out that soft landscaping would be included where possible
6. ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  CHRISTMAS  LIGHTS  CEREMONY
The District Administrator reminded the members that the Christmas Lights ceremony would be held on Saturday 23rd November 2019 in Burnaby Park.  She pointed out that the event would be organised by Greystones 2020 with assistance from the Municipal District and would include the usual Ecumenical Service with Santa travelling from Holyhead on the day.  She stated that the Holyhead Male Voice Choir, the Greystones Players and the Colaiste Chraobh Abhann School choir would perform on the day.  
7. NOTICES  OF  MOTION

No notices of motion were considered.
8. CORRESPONDENCE
1. The District Administrator referred to the application for funding towards a Christmas Market at the harbour that was discussed last month.  She reminded the members that the MD had allocated money in previous years and that the request the first year was for set up costs that had to be paid up front. She advised that the market operated at a profit and that when the allocation was made last year, the group were advised to perhaps use the profits from the market for the set up costs going forward.  She also pointed out that the group received a €1,000 community grant from Wicklow County Council towards the market and that the GMD had already agreed an allocation of €5,000 for Greystones Tidy Towns.

Following discussion it was agreed that no contribution should be made towards the Christmas Market this year.

2. The District Administrator informed the members that representatives from Newcastle Residents Association had requested permission to make a presentation on their ‘Village Health Check’ at an MD meeting.

Following discussion it was agreed to invite the Newcastle Residents Association to make their presentation at the December monthly meeting.
3. The District Administrator informed the members of a request received from former Councillor Kathleen Kelleher to mark the appointment of former Greystones resident Michael Malone as Flag Officer Commanding of the Irish Navy.  
Following discussion it was agreed to present a certificate to Mr. Malone prior to the December meeting.

9. ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

1. The Cathaoirleach reminded members that a further meeting with fishermen and representatives from the harbour groups would take place on Thursday 7th November at 4 pm. 

2. The District Administrator updated the members in relation to the provision of public toilets at the harbour.  She stated that the Council intended to upgrade the existing toilet block and were in the process of seeking to have funding for same included in the Council budget. 
In response to a query from the members the District Manager stated that so called ‘changing places’ toilets could not be included as they were exceptionally expensive and required a lot of space.

THIS  CONCLUDED  THE  BUSINESS  OF  THE  MEETING.
SIGNED:__________________________________________  

                    CHAIRPERSON

SIGNED: _________________________________________




            MEETINGS ADMINISTRATOR
Dated this _______ day of _______________________2019
